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To United States Forest Service Chief Tom Schultz:

As the Forest Service moves forward with drafting an environmental impact statement and 
rulemaking to potentially rescind the 2001 Roadless Area Conservation Rule, it’s essential that 
the agency makes every effort to ensure change to or rescission of the Roadless Rule is in the 
public interest.

When the Forest Service developed the Roadless Rule, it undertook the most extensive public 
involvement process in the history of Forest Service rulemaking. Throughout the multi-
year process that led to the Rule, the Forest Service held more than 600 public meetings 
nationwide. This included 10 scoping meetings in Montana (one on each National Forest) and 
24 additional meetings across the state during the draft comment period. 

Given this history and the seismic changes the Forest Service is proposing to this Rule, 
rescinding or altering it via a “sprint” process with no public meetings and extremely limited 
public comment opportunity is unacceptable. The agency must undertake a public process 
commensurate with the consequences of altering or rescinding the Rule. As the Notice 
of Intent asserts that rescinding the Roadless Rule is necessary to restore local control to 
National Forest management, it is only logical that this process would be rooted in local 
conversations with the public.

Accordingly, we, the undersigned, call on the Forest Service to hold public meetings, with 
virtual options, for every National Forest that includes lands protected by the Roadless Rule. 
At the very least these meetings should occur in each community where a Forest Supervisor’s 
office is located. This is necessary to share information about and gather perspectives to 
inform the Agency’s proposed repeal of the Roadless Area Conservation Rule. 

We look forward to sharing our perspectives and experiences with the agency to inform 
responsible, common-sense public land management for the benefit of our communities.

Sincerely,
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